


St Andrew’s
St Andrew’s College holds a special place in the  
hearts and minds of generations of South Islanders. 
Mention our name, and a story about a family member 
or friend with a close connection to the school is rarely  
far away. And the conclusion is nearly always the same:  
“there is something very special about St Andrew’s”.

Without doubt, we are unique. We are the only independent and co-educational 
school in the South Island to offer education from pre-school to Year 13.  
We are big enough to be a bustling, thriving community, but not so large that  
the individual cannot shine. Beautiful Strowan House – a heritage building –  
is the frontispiece to our spacious grounds that nestle alongside tree-lined 
Strowan Stream. Many of our teaching facilities are world class, and some of  
the greatest names in the last century of New Zealand history spent their formative 
years in our care.

But the true spirit of St Andrew’s – that “something very special” – lies not in the  
size of our roll, the elegance of our campus or, even, the achievements of our  
past pupils. The true spirit of St Andrew’s is something far less tangible,  
but nonetheless perceptible. 

It is the extraordinary energy, humour and collegiality that emanates from a  
Friday morning assembly. It is the lone kilted bagpiper who patrols the sideline 
in the mud and spurs our First XV on to greater heights. It is the sublime sound 
of our chorale in full voice during a weekly chapel service. It is an inexplicable 
but irresistible impulse that brings Old Collegians in their seventies, eighties and 
nineties back for one more reunion and one more reverent wander through the 
familiar corridors of Strowan House. 

The true spirit of St Andrew’s is all of these things and much, much more,  
and within these pages you will find only a taste of its many facets. To truly 
understand the spirit; to feel its invigorating effect, it is necessary to walk  
through our gates and spend time among us. 

We hope this prospectus inspires you to do just that.
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our forefathers
St Andrew’s College was founded in 1917 in the 
Scottish Presbyterian tradition of the Christian faith. 
The values our forefathers held dear remain strong 
and true today. They form a foundation for success and 
happiness in life within and beyond the school gates. 

Truth 
Throughout your time at St Andrew’s we uphold your right to be allowed,  
and indeed inspired, to challenge and enquire, to think critically, to formulate 
opinions without prejudice, to seize opportunities without fear and to maintain the 
highest ethical standards. Our role is to help you be the best you can be and make 
a positive contribution to your community and society.

Excellence 
A culture of excellence will touch every part of your life at St Andrew’s. In all your 
endeavours, we encourage you to set high standards, have high expectations, 
strive for and support excellent work, have pride in your school and celebrate the 
efforts and achievements of you and your peers. 

Faith 
Christian spirituality is central to who we are and what we offer. Chapel worship 
and religious education are in keeping with our Presbyterian origins, although we 
welcome people of all faiths. 

Students, staff members, Old Collegians and their families share the special 
sanctity of the Memorial Chapel as a place for peaceful reflection and celebration.  
Chapel services will be an integral part of your weekly routine and you will also 
attend religious education classes once a week. 
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the highlands
The sights, sounds and traditions of Scotland are 
central to the spirit of St Andrew’s College. 

Our pipe band was formed in 1919, and is perennially New Zealand’s best at 
school level. At the 2007 world championships it was rated among the very best 
on the planet. The skirl of the pipes is an integral part of daily life at the College. 
You will hear it at assemblies, at sports fixtures, at prizegiving and at many other 
special events and occasions. It is a sound that will evoke powerful emotions and, 
after you leave St Andrew’s, become a treasured reminder of your years here.

In the Senior College, our prefects wear kilts on Friday. The thistle and the  
Fergusson tartan are icons of the school, along with the Cross of St Andrew’s that 
forms the centrepiece of our Coat of Arms and flag. Each year, in association with 
our Founders’ Day celebrations, we hold our own version of the Highland Games.

These are symbols of the strong connection we maintain with our Scottish 
forefathers. It is a connection that may even see you winging your way to Scotland 
to undertake an exchange or scholarship with one of our partner schools.
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achievement
Every aspect of life at St Andrew’s is geared towards 
helping you reach your full academic potential and 
become a lifelong learner.

At all levels, our curriculum is strong and varied. During your time in the 
Preparatory and Middle Schools, you will be exposed to a wide variety of subjects 
including traditional disciplines, religious education, technical and creative 
pursuits, languages and physical education.

As you progress into the Senior College, you are given greater freedom to shape 
your own timetable according to your strengths and interests, in preparation for 
further study or entry into the workforce. 

From Year 11 onwards our programmes of study support the NCEA qualification 
framework. Talented and dedicated teachers, tutors, peer support leaders and 
study advisers from outside St Andrew’s will all be available to help you achieve at 
the highest level possible in your course work and external NCEA examinations.

St Andrew’s College students consistently achieve well above the national  
average in NCEA at all levels, and in the attainment of NCEA Merit and  
Excellence endorsements. 
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opportunity
Sports and the arts figure highly on our list of 
priorities for students of all ages. In our experience, 
young people who are able to explore their interests 
and express their talents in a wide variety of  
fields make better scholars, employees, friends,  
family members and citizens.

You will continue a rich and varied sporting tradition at St Andrew’s.  
From Years 4 to 12 you will participate in a sport and/or cultural activity each 
week, during both the summer and winter terms. You will have the opportunity 
to attend inter-school competitions at local, regional, national and perhaps even 
international level. Many of our top teams in targeted sports achieve outstanding 
success in regular national competitions. Our much-anticipated annual athletics, 
swimming and cross-country events will also be on your agenda.

Each year, Middle School and Senior College productions grace our theatre stage, 
giving you an authentic taste of Broadway or the West End. The script and music 
for our biennial Preparatory School production are written entirely by students, 
who also design the sets and costumes.

Our music department provides professional tuition in singing and a wide  
range of instruments, as well as regular opportunities for you to hone your 
performing skills in groups such as our extraordinary stage and concert bands.  
Membership of our internationally-renowned pipe band is a special opportunity 
open to you as a St Andrew’s student. 

Photography, the visual arts, broadcasting and media studies add to the choices 
available to you. 
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celebration
Life at St Andrew’s is about celebrating success in all its 
forms. Whether you achieve top honours in a national 
sporting competition, lift your academic performance 
to a new high or contribute to a worthy community 
cause, your extraordinary effort and determination will 
be recognised.

Nowhere is that spirit more evident than at our regular assemblies and annual 
prizegiving. Academic, sporting and cultural effort is acknowledged openly and 
warmly, and our top achievers become role models and mentors for their peers.

Leadership is also encouraged and celebrated at all levels. Throughout your 
time in the Preparatory and Secondary Schools you will be given numerous 
opportunities to take on leadership roles and receive specialised training.  
Whether a prefect, peer support leader, sports or cultural captain, the 
responsibilities you assume will be respected and applauded. The leadership 
skills you develop at St Andrew’s will also serve you well as you move into  
the next phases of your life.
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adventure
The Alistair Sidey Mountain Lodge at Castle Hill in 
the spectacular Canterbury high country will quickly 
become one of your favourite classrooms. In 2008 
the lodge was completely rebuilt into a state-of-the-
art centre for our outdoor education and leadership 
programmes, where personal empowerment and team 
spirit are top priorities.  

Activities at the lodge are designed and overseen by highly-qualified, full-time  
instructors. The facility and its programmes have earned the prestigious 
OutdoorsMark rating, which means our management and safety procedures  
are of a measurably high standard.

Between Years 7 and 10 you will discover a lot about yourself and your classmates 
during your annual excursions to the lodge. You will learn the importance and art 
of decision-making and taking responsibility for your actions, develop leadership 
skills and realise the value of working as a team. You will acquire skills that will 
help you in the classroom and in life beyond school. And you will have a lot of fun! 

Activities include group problem-solving games, abseiling, rock climbing, skiing,  
snow-caving, tramping, camping and kayaking. 

In the Senior College, our prefects, peer support and other student leaders 
undertake much of their specialised leadership training in the inspiring 
surroundings of Castle Hill.
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inclusion
When you join the St Andrew’s College community, 
you gain the support and friendship of an entire 
network of people who take an active interest in your 
welfare. We do everything possible to ensure your 
academic, co-curricular and social interactions here are 
as rewarding as possible. 

Our pastoral care programme is led by the College Chaplain, who is a skilled 
listener and provider of discreet, respectful and objective advice. 

In each year of your secondary education you will be placed into a tutor group 
of 12 to 16 students. Your tutor, who you will get to know very well, will take 
primary responsibility for your wellbeing throughout the year and provide advice 
and assistance if you need it. A Dean is also appointed to your year group and 
will provide additional support if required. Our house system and peer support 
programme also play important roles in helping you to feel secure, confident and 
included while at St Andrew’s.

Boarding at St Andrew’s College is a special experience. Within our three boarding 
houses, the spirit of inclusion and sense of community is particularly evident.  
You will have the 24-hour support of staff and older students, and will enjoy 
numerous outings and special events that will help you feel part of a “family away 
from home”. Friends made among our boarding family often last a lifetime.

Our student community is very diverse. It is made up of young people from as 
many as 20 different countries. We are co-educational, multicultural and have 
varying skills and interests. We will recognise and respect your uniqueness,  
while helping you in any way we can to connect with your College.
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tomorrow
Tradition and history are fundamental to the spirit of 
St Andrew’s, but we also have our sights fixed firmly 
on the future. 

The teaching methods and technologies we employ in the classroom are leading 
edge. All of our teachers are committed to an annual programme of professional 
learning that keeps them attuned to latest thinking in their specialist subjects, 
and to new trends in effective classroom practice. A number of our senior staff 
contribute to initiatives and networks charged with shaping the future of education 
in New Zealand.  

We are also preparing our learning environment for the students of tomorrow. 
As we move towards our centenary in 2017 the school is undergoing a radical 
transformation, beginning with a brand new Science and Mathematics Centre in 
2009 and continuing with a planned redevelopment of the Preparatory School,  
a brand new Sports Centre, and a Performing Arts Complex. These developments, 
along with existing state-of-the-art facilities including a fully-functional television 
studio and editing suite, will carry us confidently and successfully into our second 
century of existence. 

The spirit of 
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Pre-school (3 to 5 year old children) Middle School (Years 9 to 11)

Preparatory School (Years 1 to 8) Senior College (Years 12 and 13)

In the Senior College we regard 
students as unique young adults 
who are developing social 
responsibility and preparing for 
life after school. Our purpose-built 
Rentoul Senior College Centre 
reflects that philosophy. It includes 
a common room, café, lecture 
theatre, study areas, computer pod 
and personal storage lockers.

The core Senior College academic 
curriculum is comprehensive. It is 
complemented by a huge variety 

of interesting subject options 
and a choice of approximately 40 
sporting and cultural activities.

At the end of your time at  
St Andrew’s, having met your 
academic, co-curricular, spiritual 
and service commitments, you will 
be awarded the prestigious Senior 
College Diploma. This, along with 
a personal profile written by a staff 
member of your choice, will be an 
excellent addition to your CV.

Our Pre-school is a safe, rich, 
warm and dynamic environment 
in which young children can enjoy 
making sense of their world in 
their own time and in meaningful 
contexts. We actively listen to and 
observe each child so we can meet 
their unique needs. We ensure an 
appropriate balance of learning 
and play, and set problem-solving 
and creative challenges. 

Our activities are developed 
in conjunction with the Junior 
Department of the Preparatory 
School to smooth the transition 
into the school environment.

Staff in our Preparatory School 
understand that a high quality 
learning environment challenges 
and excites students, giving them 
the opportunity to reach their 
potential and acquire the values, 
skills and confidence necessary to 
become lifelong learners.

During your years in the 
Preparatory School you will be 
supported and nurtured every  
step of the way, in a caring 
Christian environment.  
You will work your way through 

our carefully crafted literacy and 
numeracy programmes, encounter 
our Common Learning Values, 
experience music, dance, art, 
drama and languages and take 
advantage of our leading edge 
IT facilities. Our enrolments are 
carefully managed, which means 
your individual needs are  
always addressed.

Our teachers are committed to 
you, and to their own professional 
development, which means you 
will learn from the very best.

We recognise that the years 
between ages 13 and 16 are vitally 
important, as young people meet 
the challenges of adolescence and 
create healthy relationships with 
their peers. 

During these years our academic 
emphasis is on giving you a sound 
grounding in essential learning 
areas while expanding the range  
of subject options open to you.  
We encourage independent 
learning and begin your preparation  

for the NCEA assessments that 
commence in Year 11. In Year 9 
you will be tested in a nationally-
moderated assessment that serves 
as a benchmark against which you, 
your teachers and your family can 
measure your progress.

Student leadership is also fostered 
during your Middle School years. 
Middle School leaders coordinate 
a number of activities across the 
College, and act as ambassadors, 
role models and organisers.
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Application and enrolment process

Pre-school

1	 Obtain an application pack from 
 the Pre-school (see contact  
details below right).

2	 You are welcome to visit and 
inspect the Pre-school at this 
stage if you wish.

3	 Complete and return the  
application form included in the 
pack. This will secure your place  
on our waiting list.

4	 Placements will be confirmed 
two terms prior to the start date.

5	 Once placement has been 
confirmed complete our 
enrolment form and return with 
your deposit, which is credited to 
your first account instalment. 

6	 We will then arrange a pre-entry 
visit to the Pre-school for you 
and your son or daughter.

Preparatory School 

1	 Complete and return a  
New Zealand Resident or 
International Application Form 
(available from our website or 
the College Registrar – see 
contact details below right) 
along with the application fee 
and evidence of your son or 
daughter’s date of birth. If the 
applicant is not a New Zealand 
citizen, please provide evidence 
of New Zealand residency.

2	 Applications are open at any 
time during the year. However, 
most children are accepted 
in Term 2 of the year prior to 
starting. Acceptance can be 
made at other times of the 
year, based on availability of 
space. Registration of interest 
will place you on our database, 
meaning you will receive 
regular communication from us 
including progress reports on the 
application process.

3	 There is no interview as part 
of the acceptance process, 
although it is important that the 
Principal meets your son  
or daughter at some stage –  
for example, when discussing 
the school or viewing classes  
and facilities.

4	 When an offer of enrolment is 
made, receipt of your acceptance 
and confirmation fee must be 
made within one month.

5	 In most year levels interest  
often exceeds spaces available.  
When this occurs, children  
will be placed on a ranked 
waiting list.

Middle School and Senior College

1	 Complete and return a  
New Zealand Resident or 
International Application Form 
(available from our website or 
the College Registrar – see 
contact details below right) 
along with the application fee 
and evidence of your son or 
daughter’s date of birth. If the 
applicant is not a New Zealand 
citizen, please provide evidence 
of New Zealand residency.

2	 The final date for applications to  
Years 10 – 13 in the following  
year is 31 August. The final date  
for applications to Year 9 in 
the following year is 31 May. 
Registration of interest will 
place you on our database, 
meaning you will receive 
regular communication from us 
including progress reports on 
the application process.

3	 We will shortlist, and interview 
shortlisted applicants, during 
June (Year 9) and September  
(all other years).

4	 Offers to successful applicants 
will be made in early July  
(Year 9) and early October  
(all other years). All other 
applicants will be offered a place 
on our waitlist.

5	 A response to our offer will be 
required by late July (Year 9) and 
late October (all other years).

6	 Enrolled Year 9 students will 
be required to sit a placement 
test in September. Results of 
this test, and other academic 
information, will determine 
core curriculum classes for the 
following year.

7	 Students enrolled in other years 
are not tested. We use academic 
information from previous 
schools to determine classes.
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